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The Starting Point: 
Mascha Blankenburg‘s
article about the situation
of women in the music
world in the EMMA magazine

Archiv Frau und Musik



Archiv Frau und Musik
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• Founded in 1979 in Cologne by Elke Mascha Blankenburg, 
Barbara Heller, Siegrid Ernst and others

• 1988 – The Archive moved to Kassel

• 2001 – The Archive moved to Frankfurt am Main

• through 2007 Fürstenbergstraße

• from December 2007: hoffmanns höfe

• November 17th, 2019 – 40th anniversary celebration

• LINK zum Profil-Video

Archiv Frau und Musik
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History and Services - Archiv Frau und Musik

PROFILE

Founded: 1979

Governing Association: 
Internationaler Arbeitskreis Frau und 
Musik e.V.

Locations:
Köln => Kassel => Frankfurt am Main
today: Hoffmanns Höfe in Frankfurt 

Current situation (2021): 
Three part time staff members,  
several freelancers, interns, 
volunteers

Holdings:  26.800 media covering
works by over 1900 women
composers from over 50 countries

Archiv Frau und Musik

Situation: 2014-2018:
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Three Main Areas of Work at the Archiv Frau und Musik
Management and use of the collection
• Answering research questions, producing repertoire lists
• Collection development and cataloguing
• Presentations, tours and exhibits
• Evaluation of special collections and bequests (documents and papers)
• Migration of the catalogue from LIDOS to PICA and FAUST/META

Public relations, outreach and lobbying work
• Coordination of events at the Archive – meetings, conferences, concerts
• Web presence, information and consultation services
• VivaVoce magazine (until 2016)– quarterly newsletters
• Networking activities, lectures and presentations, participating at the

Frankfurt Music Fair

Special projects
• Digitization of selected items for presentation in the Digitalen Deutschen Frauenarchiv 

(„DDF-Portal“ online) 2018, 2019, 2020 and perhaps 2022
• Composer in Residence– 2019: Tania Rubio (Mexico) – 2021: tba very soon!
• Anniversary celebration and Oral History Project 2019
• Making Women Composers Visible – Scholarly outreach project 2019-2021
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The Archiv Frau und Musik Team
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• Susanne Wosnitzka (2015- freelance, web und PR)
• Daniela Weber (2016- cataloguing and research)
• Anne-Marie Bernhard (2018 project coordination)
• Julian Fischer (2018 - project assistant und coordination)
• Niko Kerber (2018 - cataloguing and metadata assistant)
• Dr. Marleen Hoffmann  / Elisabeth Treydte (project

coordination 2019-2021)
• Jelena Rothermel (2020 - project coordination)
• Experts: Martina Kress, Martin Prescher (seit 2020)
• Ernst Eisenkolb, Inge Matthiesen and other volunteers
• numerous interns (college students)
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• Management Board:
• Mary Ellen Kitchens
• Dr. Vera Lasch
• Heike Matthiesen

• Extended Board:
• Prof. Dr. Vivienne Olive
• Elisabeth Treydte
• Uta Walther
• Mareike Hilbrig

Internationaler Arbeitskreis Frau und Musik

Archiv Frau und Musik



Some Major Projects at the
Archiv Frau und Musik in the past years
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• Digitisation projects „DDF“ / i.d.a.-Dachverband – PARFUMO 
(Archiv Frau und Musik Online) 2018, MASCHA 
(Musikakteurinnen schaffen Aufmerksamkeit) 2019, „Warum 
warten wir?“ 2020

• Data migration – use of new databases (2017 and ongoing)

• Relaunch of the new Archive website (April 2018)

• Archive presentations: „Tag der Archive“ 2014 und 2016, 
Hessischer Tag der Musik 2018 and 2021

• „Komponistinnen-Welten“ event series: 2016 (Jubilee Tsippi
Fleischer), January 2018 (Women Choral Composers Workshop)

• Composer in Residence (CiR) (2009, 2011, 2015, 2019 and 2021)

Archiv Frau und Musik



Archiv Frau und Musik – New Web Presence since 2018
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• Jury: is comprised of representatives of
the Internationaler Arbeitskreis Frau und 
Musik e.V., the Institut für 
zeitgenössische Musik (IzM) of the
Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende 
Kunst Frankfurt am Main, Hesse 
Broadcasting (hr) in addition to a female
performer and a female conductor

• Winners live and work for several
months in Frankfurt/Main

• Press conferences held at beginning and
end of the residency

• Project carried out in Cooperation with
the HfMDK (Conservatory) Frankfurt am 
Main

• Outreach via the school project
„Response“

• Organisation of the closing concert held
at the HfMDK Frankfurt am Main
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Project „Composer in Residence“ 2015, 2019 -
Working Residency in Frankfurt for Manuela Kerer
and Tania Rubio

Elisabeth Brendel: What was your impression
of the Composer in Residence program?
Manuela Kerer: I have a very positive 
impression of it. It was a good experience and
a great opportunity for women composers. I 
hope that it can be carried out many more
times in the future.

Archiv Frau und Musik



Archiv Frau und Musik: Various Events 
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• Cooperation with musica femina münchen
Major conference in 2016 in Munich:
„Und sie komponieren, dirigieren doch“, 
to be continued October 8th to 10th, 2021 

• European Piano Competition Bremen
• Benefit concerts to raise money for projects
• Participation in „Day of Music“ in Hesse
• Networking meetings at the hoffmanns höfen

Munich, Jan. 2016:
Intergenerational 
networking -
• Choral conductor
• Musicologist
• Composer

Archiv Frau und Musik



mfm/AFM-Conference 2016 – Graphic Recording
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Archiv Frau und Musik
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Networking Conference in Frankfurt, April 2018

Present:
• Archiv Frau und Musik (host institution)
• Digitales Deutsches Frauenarchiv (DDF)
• Forschungszentrum Musik und Gender (Hannover)
• Forum Musikdiversität (Schweiz)
• GEDOK
• Komponistinnen Bibliothek Unna
• MUGI (Musik und Gender im Internet, Hamburg)
• musica femina münchen e. V.
• Musikbüro Frankfurt
• Sophie Drinker Institut (Bremen)

Excused:
• C. I. D. Femmes (Luxemburg)
• Furore Verlag (Kassel)

Archiv Frau und Musik
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Networking Conference in Frankfurt, April 2018

Archiv Frau und Musik

Who is doing
what where?

Places, 
institutions, 
events
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Networking Conference in Frankfurt, April 2018

Archiv Frau und Musik

Roles of
women in 
music?

Opening the
music world
for women



Networking at the Frankfurt Music Fair

The Archive‘s representatives speak with music publishers, do lobbying
work and exchange information regarding new publications
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Cooperation partner –
sharing metadata:

Archiv Frau und Musik



The situation: Musicians and music ensembles would like to perform
more works by women composers but don‘t know how to research
them. They would like tips, help in ordering music and in finding ways
to listen to perfomances of pieces they might like to program

Repertoire search, the music dramaturgist‘s job, is a fascinating and
demanding job! So many different parameters need to be considered. 

Our goal is to put repertoire lists online to help program planers identify
and chose works by women composers for performance. Whenever we
learn of new lists created by other institutions, we link to them
immediately!
An example:  AFM board member Heike Matthiesen, is a concert
guitarist who performs worldwide. She has created a commented list of
guitar works by women composer, which is available via our website.

Seite 19

Experts Create Commented Repertoire Lists 
According to Genre / Scoring 

Archiv Frau und Musik



Seite 20

March 9th, 2016 – The conductor Sian Edwards 
visits the Archiv Frau und Musik 

December 18th, 2015: The French 
conductor Laurence Equilbey visits the
Archiv Frau und Musik: "Le plus 
important fonds d'œuvres de 
compositrices est ici à Francfort. 
Impressionnant!"

“Thank you very much for such a nice visit to the Archiv. You are all 
doing immensely valuable work and it was wonderful to be in the 
presence of so much music by so many women. I think that at this 
time in the development of equal opportunities, and women's 
voices being heard more and more, having a sense of where we 
come from in terms of artistic endeavour is more important than 
ever. And the idea that the Archiv could become a focal point for 
the gathering of old and contemporary music and a place where 
people programming events can come and find works to perform is 
very inspiring. I wish you all continuing success, despite funding 
cuts, and hope to see you again when I am next in Frankfurt. Many 
thanks again for contacting me, and all best wishes, Sian”

Archiv Frau und Musik

Testimonials
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Networking at Conferences and Music Festivals

a few examples:

2016 – Conference at „Musik und Gender im Internet (MUGI)“ (Musikhochschule 
Hamburg) - Lexikographie, Gender und Musikgeschichtsschreibung

2018 – Musik und Gender im Internet (MUGI)
Int. Symposium “”Sex” und “Gender” im Neue-Musik-Diskurs von der Gegenwart 
bis zu den 1950er Jahren” in Hamburg 6.-8. Juli 2018 
(Live recording held at the Archiv Frau und Musik)

2019 – Forschungszentrum Musik und Gender (fmg, Musikhochschule Hannover) –
Conference „Erschließen, Forschen, Vermitteln“ – April, Conferences in Boston 
(USA), Bangor (Wales), Paderborn, Ljubljana, Hildesheim

2020 – Conference in Budapest

2021: musica femina münchen/Archiv Frau und Musik – October 8th-10th

ongoing: Exchange with GRiNM (Gender Relations in New Music)
Archiv Frau und Musik
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National / International Networking 

Archiv Frau und Musik



Cooperation with Institutions in Frankfurt and Hesse

• Cooperation with scholarly institutions – Research topics at the Archiv Frau und Musik

• Cooperation with cultural institutions (music institutions, women‘s political institutions)

• „LAM“ cooperation (Libraries, Archives, Museums)

• Cooperation with the media, with journalists

Seite 23

Archiv Frau und Musik - Some of
the regional institutions which we
partner with:

Archiv Frau und Musik
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Networking - Frauenorchesterprojekt (FOP)
A yearly women‘s orchestra event in Berlin

Archiv Frau und Musik

2020 with music by Pejacevic, Markiewicz, Bacewicz, Eberhardt and Musgrave
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Networking - Frauenorchesterprojekt (FOP)
„FOP Intermezzo“ – a new digital format in 2021

Archiv Frau und Musik



„Digital German Women‘s Archives“

2
6

• An initiative of the umbrella group of Women‘s Archives in Germany: 
i.d.a.-Dachverband e.V., supported by the Bundesministerium für
Familien, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend

• The i.d.a.-Dachverband brings together more than 40 German-language
Women‘s and Lesbian‘s archives in Germany, Austria and Luxemburg

• GO LIVE of the DDF portal in September, 2018: 
www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de

Archive of Women in Music in the DDF portal: 
Online publication of catalogue information, digitized media and

multimedia essays regarding women in music
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DDF Project PARFUMO 2018
Digitisation of important documents
Look inside: Founding of the Archives 1978/1979
Siegrid Ernst, Elke Mascha Blankenburg, Barbara 
Reichenbach (Heller) in Köln
Leonore Feininger (Foto)

Archiv Frau und Musik



DDF Oral History Project „MASCHA“ 2019:
„Musikakteurinnen schaffen Aufmerksamkeit“
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Archiv Frau und Musik – DDF Project 2020: „Worauf Warten Wir?"

• Working through special
collections, papers and scores of
several women composers

• Cataloging and documentation

• Digitisation

• Publication online, following
rights clearance

• Online essays

• PR work
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• October 29th – November 1st, 2020
• New theme-based landing page, including

4 essays about women composers
• 8 live performances / presentations

Digital Conference on Choral Music by Women Composers 
at the Archiv Frau und Musik 2020
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Digital Conference on Choral Music 
at the Archiv Frau und Musik 2020

www.youtube.com -> Archiv Frau und Musik
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Hybrid Teamwork at the Archiv Frau und Musik 2020-21

Using Trello as a tool for organising work at the Archives
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Example of Trello Board Cards 
There has been a marked increase in inquiries!
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• Our partner orchestra in Frankfurt is the Kammerphilharmonie Frankfurt,             
a young and innovative ensemble linked to the Music Conservatory

Focus theme at the Archiv Frau und Musik 2021
Music Education and Outreach

„Diversitätsbewußte Programmplanung“ in cooperation with
orchestras and chamber ensembles

• Continual exchange with the Ensemble Modern, Frankfurt
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Repertoire search and consultation service is offered by the Archiv Frau und Musik
an example of a work list for chamber ensemble or orchestra

Archiv Frau und Musik
Projects for making music by women known and available to all –

cooperation with orchestras and choirs
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Elizabeth de Brito

Claire Bodin Laura Colgate

The Diversity Equity Inclusion Approach (DEI): 
Several institutions – worldwide –

now offer consulting for
diversity-informed music program planning



Visibility/Opportunities for Women in the Conducting Field
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Women conductors in 2002:
Where are they now?
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Measuring Where We Stand Today

Evaluations/ 
statistics: 
Composer 
Diversity
Database: 2019-
20 season in the
USA

Fellowship recipient of the Humboldt Foundation, 
Melissa Panlasigui studied the situation of women in 
professional orchestras (in the 2019-2020 season)

Partners for the study:
musica femina
münchen and the
Archiv Frau und Musik.
Goal: Collect data for
each season in order
to measure progress. 
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Measuring Where We Stand Today
The situation of women in professional orchestras in Germany – Melissa Panlasigui‘s study

for more
results
see:
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Archiv Frau und Musik´s: Ongoing Activities in 2021 

• Continuation of a 3-year project funded by the Mariann Steegmann Foundation
„Ton an! – Chancengleichheit für Komponistinnen*“ – „Turn on the Music! – Equal
Opportunity for Women in Music“:                                                                                
Networking and outreach with scholarly institutions, new acquisitions (2019 choral music, 2020 
pedagogical themes, 2021 music for string instruments), Composer in Residence in Frankfurt am Main 
2021, Conference in Munich in October 2021 

• Database and research optimisation as well as a project to digitize more of the papers
held at the Archives - „So begann alles! Erschließung von Korrespondenzen“

• Educational projects – „Diversitätsbewusste Programmplanung“ - with the
Kammerphilharmonie Frankfurt

• PR and networking activities, discussion groups „Conducting Women“ and „Women 
Choral Conductors Exchange“ 

• Women composers networking meeting in Nuremberg mid-October 2021

• Applications for project funding in 2022 and in the following years



Closing the Gender Gap in Music: 
Advocacy for Women in Music at the

Archiv Frau und Musik (Frankfurt)
Mary Ellen Kitchens, Board Member IAK Frau und Musik
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Thank you for your attention!


